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The biggest declines were on the northern and eastern fringes of the
Area—the most remote and purely agricultural in character; such
places as Beckley, Denton, and Waterperry seemed almost to be
threatened with the fate of the "deserted village". The scattered
increases were mainly in the parishes near Oxford and Woodstock.1
On the Berkshire side of the Thames, in the rural district of Abing-
don,2 the situation was rather different. There was an increase of the
total population from 9,250 to 10,311—11-5 per cent; of the 24
parishes, 7 showed declines and 17 increases. The bulk of the in-
crease was indeed concentrated in the parishes adjoining Oxford
and Abingdon, and at Milton, which adjoins the growing railway
centre at Didcot and contains an Air Force stores depot; but many
even of the agricultural parishes held their own.3
In the second decade, 1921-31, the 'rural' districts of Oxfordshire
showed a large increase, from 16,650 to 20,352—22*2 per cent. Of
the 52 parishes, 42 showed increases, 9 showed decreases, and i
remained unchanged. The decreases, with one exception (Dor-
chester), were confined to parishes which remained purely agricul-
tural in character. The largest increases were indeed in parishes such
as Littlemore and Forest Hill, which adjoin the city boundary, or in
more or less clearly defined 'dormitory' villages such as Kidlington;
but there was a fairly general sprinkling over most of the Area as
well.4 In the 'rural* districts2 of Berkshire there was also a krge
increase, from 10,311 to 12,275—19*0 per cent.; of the 24 parishes,
15 showed increases and 9 decreased. But here the gains were per-
haps more clearly confined to parishes subject to residential influ-
ences; most of the purely agricultural villages showed,declines.5 In
the whole district, the most striking gains were shown by the parishes
of Littlemore, Kidlington, Cumnor, Wheatley, Eynsham, Milton,
Wootton, and South Hinksey, each of which increased by more than
200 persons in the decade.
During the last six years, 1931 to 1937, the growth of population
in the 'rural' districts has been still further accelerated* The Oxford-
shire parishes showed a growth of 4,535 persons—22-2 per cent, of
their 1931 population, and the rural district of Abingdon one of
3,841—32-8 per cent. The average annual increase during tie past
six years has therefore been double that of the previous decade in
Oxfordshire, and considerably more than treble in Berkshire. But
the distribution of growth has also changed somewhat. There is
now, especially in the last two years, much more tendency for the
1 See Appendix I, note 5.	* Pre-1934 area.	3 See Appendk I, note 6.
* See Appendix I, note 7.	* See Appendk I, note 8.

